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Pastor’s Post: How Is Your Worship Life? 

Knowing God (primary ministry is worship) 

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,  

whom you have sent.  John 17:3 

So how is your worship life?  Ask that question, and receive nearly as many answers as people asked!  Actually, this isn’t 
a traditional vs. contemporary question.  Honest worship is much deeper than that!  Why? We can have 200 people at the 
same worship service and each person will worship differently!  Let me explain…  After delivering a sermon, different people 
will comment or ask questions about different parts.  Some will connect it to a situation in their life (of which I had no idea 
about).  Each will be challenged, affirmed or encouraged in a different way.  Some may be stuck on a word or phrase which 
impacts the rest of the worship time.  Likewise, the music, scripture, liturgy, etc. will impact everyone to different degrees and 
in different ways. 

Again, how is your worship life?  The technical parts:  contemporary vs. classical music, more music vs. more liturgy, 
choir or praise singers, structured or flowing, all these can have an impact.  Many of us tend to be reserved in worship.  
Looking dignified and proper continues to dominate worship etiquette.  Being present physically, but absent mentally and 
spiritually due to thinking about the rest of the day or worrying about something technical or even a light bulb can distract our 
worship.  Something someone said to us prior to sitting in the pew can enhance or detract from our worship.  There are so 
many factors that weigh on our worship life. 

However, your worship life is mostly dependent on YOU.  God has not changed; God is with us every moment of the 
day.  God is ready and willing to receive your praise and your worship.  Therefore, it is hard to “know” God without worship 
(public and private).  We can know of God by utilizing our intellectual capacity to learn information.  We can know of good 
service by doing good things.  However, KNOWING God unequivocally requires worship!  Why is that?  We were made to 
worship God through our Lord Jesus.  Every human has an innate desire to worship something.  We all do!  The deeper we 
worship, the closer we are drawn towards God. 

Try this: as soon as you sink into the pew cushion on Sunday morning or a chair at home for private devotions (or turn 
on the TV. for a worship service), do one thing only – WORSHIP!  Minimize anything that could distract you.  Multitasking is 
just as detrimental during worship time as texting while driving!  Don’t be concerned with what others think of you.  This time 
is between you and God.  Also, interaction with others should only be to mutually enhance your worship experiences (not 
gossip or criticism or business).  Most of us have one hour to worship on Sunday, make it count!  Our worship should always 
be powerful, fun and focused! 

John 17:3 tells us that eternal life happens with knowing God (and the One whom God sent).  Therefore, it is not a 
stretch to say that the worship experience can be a taste of eternity, if we allow it.  John saw, in Christ’s revelation to him, 
multitudes worshipping God night and day (Revelation 7:15).  Deeper worship will flow into a more worshipful life.  A more 
worshipful life will enhance knowing God (our relationship with Jesus).  The more we know God, the better we experience 
heaven now! 

So, how is your worship life? 

Looking forward to worshipping with you, 

 
 

 
 
Pastor Eric 
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OUR PRAYERS 
God, Your love makes possible the impossible.  When we are facing seemingly impossible situations remind us of Your love and the 

possibilities it proclaims.  Amen.   
Please say a prayer for… Pray For Our Military 
Bob Burgan – heart valve replacement 
June Fike – recent heart test  
Marilyn Nuckolls – recent surgery 
Our Troops and their Families 

God’s Guidance and Strength for President Obama 

 

Michael Barbett – Darryl & Val Wall’s son-in-law – McConnell 
Dennis Burns Jr (DJ) – Dennis Burns Sr and Lisa Soetebier’s son – Ogden, UT 

Lt. Col. Adam Coffman – Gladys Coffman’s grandson – Germany 
Kristopher Dewitt – Mary Stout’s grandson – Marines – Home – PTSD  
Captain Logan Foster – Del & Betty James’ grandson – Army – Ft Riley 

James Harris (MP) – Bill & Joy Page’s grandson – Home 
Sydney Lang – Great Lakes ,  Illinois – Navy boot camp    

Chris McCall – Tammy Warden’s son – Wichita 
Erik Nott & family – Doug & Gay Vannaman’s son-in-law – St. Louis, MO 

SPC Steven Pearce – Walt & Janet Southards’ nephew – Ft Leavenworth, KS 
Erik Ralsten & family – Lou & Cher Cicirello’s cousin – Nat’l Guard – Iraq 
Sgt. Jeffrey Stockwell – Melissa Lampe Stockwell’s husband – AFB Spain 

Tad Vannaman & family – Doug & Gay Vannaman’s son – CO 
Charlie White – Matt & Amy Stamm’s cousin – Ft. Bragg, NC 

Marty White – Matt & Amy Stamm’s cousin – Ft. Richardson, AK 

When notifying the church staff of someone you would like placed on our prayer list, please request permission from the 
individual prior to reporting your concern to the office.  We will be keeping your prayer concern on the list for the current 

month.  Please note that we want to be in prayer for individuals and/or situations at any time.  We just want to be responsible 
in keeping current with prayer requests.  If you have a friend or loved one serving in the military and would like to have their 

name added to our special military prayer list, please email amy@fumcvc.com or call the office at 755.1112. 

 

UMW Corner  
United Methodist Women will begin their Fall Schedule  

 Executive Committee will meet Monday, September 8 at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room 

 Wesley Circle will meet Monday, September 15 in Church Parking Lot at 6:00 pm to tour the McDonald House in 
Wichita and stopping for pie on the way home. 

 Kesler Circle will meet Wednesday, September 17 at 9:00 am – Breakfast with Wednesday Morning Fellowship in the 
Fireside Room and then the meeting at 9:30 am.  The lesson will be “We Are the Church Together” – Acts 2 – Elsie 
Crickard. Hostess is Alta Hickok.  Mission Project – funds for school nurses from proceeds from our May White Elephant 
Auction. 

 Wichita West District Meeting on Saturday, September 27 at First UMC, Wichita at 8:00 am  

 Great Plains United Methodist Conference Meeting on October 17 & 18 at Lincoln, Nebraska  

 Love to eat, shop and fellowship?  Come to the UMW Fall Bazaar on Saturday, November 8. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

8.24.2014 8:30 – 131 11:03 – 115  Total – 246 

8.31.2014 8:30 – 102  11:03 – 104  Total – 206  

9.07.2014 10:45 – 201 Total – 201  

OUR THANKS 
Church Family, 

I cannot thank you enough for you continued support 
through the college scholarship fund at our church. 
Every year, many of you support us through your 
thoughts, prayers, and financial support. No matter how 
you contributed, thank you, from the bottom of my 
heart. With your help, I will graduate after this 
academic year with a bachelor's degree in secondary 
education. I hope to become a youth pastor when I 
graduate in 2015. I can't wait to see you all soon!  

Thanks again for everything, Evan Voth 

Dear FUMCVC, 

Thank you for the scholarship that 
was awarded.  This church has 

been a blessing to me since I was 
six years old.  I hope I can make 

everyone proud while majoring in 
pre-engineering and a member of 
the golf team at Bethel College. 

Alan Joyal 

Thank you to all who 
offered kind words, phone 
calls, visits, hugs, facebook 

posts, cards, flowers and 
prayers at the loss of my 
mother. They are much 

appreciated - more than 
you know. 

Brian, Audrey, Avery & 
Braeden Potillo 

mailto:amy@fumcvc.com
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OUR PRESENCE  

Our loyalty to the church is upheld by our attendance at worship and church school and our participation in those activities that increase our faith. 

 OUR HYMN SING DOLLARS IN ACTION – The total received for the “hymn sing” to purchase school supply items for the VC elementary Schools 
was $1,780!  2,053 school supply items were purchased at Walmart and a FULL SUV vehicle with room for only one driver delivered Friday 
afternoon to West and Wheatland Elementary Schools.  Some of the items purchased from the school supply list along with other items that 
were donated include:  binder pouches, bottles of glue, pencils, markers, scissors, boxes of Kleenex, highlighters, 4 large bottles of hand 
sanitizer, notebooks, crayons, notebook paper and large pink erasers.  Thanks to everyone who attended the “hymn sing” and for your 
donations!  We’ll certainly help the elementary students and teachers get a good start to this school year! 

 We are currently looking for Weekend Hospitality Coordinators for the fourth quarter of 2014.  If you would like to help, please contact Tony 
Wilbur or the office.  Depending on the activities for that particular weekend, you could be required to be at the church Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday.  It is not always a “Sunday only” weekend.  This volunteer opportunity requires tables to be set up or taken down along with 
locking and unlocking doors.   

 Second Graders will receive their Bibles on Sunday, September 14.  Please contact Phoebe if you have questions.  

 Want to help some of our church kids attend camp during the summer of 2015?  Then plan on helping at the FUMCVC booth during VC’s Fall 
Festival – Friday, September 19 and Saturday, September 20.  We need people to work at the booth, people to donate cans of pop or water, 
and people to donate baked goods.  If interested, please contact the office. 

 Campus Kids Ministries – After School Bible Clubs begin later this month (West – September 30, Abilene – September 25, and Wheatland – 
September 22).  For more information, please visit www.campuskidsministries.com or email campuskidsministries@yahoo.com.   

 FUMCVC will host a CPR class on Sunday, September 28 at 12:15 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  If interested, please contact the office. 

 Coming Soon!  Fall Stewardship Drive for CY 2015.  October 5 through October 19.  Your annual pledge helps us forecast, with confidence, 
the level of financial support our congregation will receive in the year ahead.  It is through the pledges and contributions of our members 
that we are able to carry on our work here at FUMCVC.  As you consider your pledge, we remind you that we offer Electronic Giving as a way 
to automate your offerings.  It is convenient for you and provides much-needed consistency for the church.  Collection Plate offerings 
fluctuate significantly from week to week but when contributions are automated, the church receives the funds it needs to operate on a 
steady, uninterrupted basis.  We encourage you to complete a paper authorization form and return it to the church office. 

 September’s Open Door giving is tuna.  Please bring all donations to the middle foyer.  

 Valley Center Food Pantry Needs:  pork and beans, pineapple, peaches, chicken noodle soup, mushroom soup, and chili.  The Valley Center 
Food Pantry is located at Grace Connections Church, 300 N Ash.  They are open Tuesday through Friday from 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-3:00.   

 Valley Center Preschool has openings for children. For more information, please contact Ruth at 755-4343 as soon as possible. 

 

Worship Leadership September 14 Worship Leadership September 21  

 8:30 11:03  8:30 11:03  

INFANT NURSERY Susan Dunn Kristen Joyal Hannah Barbour Glenda Buche 

 Amy Edwards  Jane Diehl  

     

TODDLER NURSERY Sue Blickenstaff Braeden Potillo Audrey Potillo Baillie Buche 

 Susan Wolfe Ashlyn Joyal Erin Tormey Carson Wolfe 

     

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Kelly & Tammy Taylor Ellen Hubenett UNKNOWN Janine Ingle 

     

LITURGIST Jeannie Kellums  Janet Southards  

     

GREETERS     

    Northeast Door David & Sharon Weishaar Bryson & Janine Voth DeWayne & Erlene Morgan Emmett & Alta Hickok 

    Northwest Door Greg & Deb Jaquis Holly Rook  Dick & Ethel Bartel Allen & Vickie Wilkerson 

East Door Wayne & Joan Sawyer Kim Bevan Dale & Arlene Guthrie Sue Hadley  

     

USHERS Steve & Barbara Holmes Marvin & Susie Kallenbach Larry & Rhonda Clark Kevin & Alisa Kirk 

 Harvey & Jane Diehl Kevin & Alisa Kirk Helen LeBlanc Phil & Ellen Hubenett 

   Ethel Smith  

     

MEET & GREET Sue Hadley & Jane Diehl  Glenda Buche  

     

MUSICIANS Feryl Potter & Aggie Melton Nancy Scriven & Judy Dellinger  

 
 

http://www.campuskidsministries.com/
mailto:campuskidsministries@yahoo.com
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SUNDAY WEDNESDAY 

Traditional Worship 8:30a Simple Supper 5:45-6:30p 

Sunday School 9:40a WOW ZONE! 6:00-7:00p 

Meet & Greet 10:40a Pastor’s Bible Study 6:00-7:00p 

Contemporary Worship 11:03a UMY CROSS TRAINERS 6:30-8:00p 

  Chancel Choir 7:15-8:00p  

    

 
First United Methodist Church 

560 N. Park Valley Center, Kansas  67147 316.755.1112 
www.fumcvc.com 

 
Church Staff 

Pastor Eric Rook eric@fumcvc.com Brian Potillo, Youth Ministries brian@fumcvc.com 
Amy Patrick Stamm, Administrative Secretary amy@fumcvc.com Phoebe McCormick, Education Director phoebe@fumcvc.com 

Melissa Hackett, Business Administrator melissa@fumcvc.com   
   

  Like us on Facebook! 
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